
On July 21, 1825, ground was broken at the edge of  Middletown 
for the Miami Canal. Ohio Governor, Jeremiah Morrow, New 
York Governor, Dewitt Clinton, and General William Henry 

Harrison were present, among many area 
residents. Once completed the canal was 66 miles 
long, with 24 locks, 10 aqueducts, and fed by the 
Mad and Miami Rivers.

On November 28, 1827, the first canal boats 
arrived in Middletown from Cincinnati and 
by January 1828 the first canal boats arrived 
in Dayton from Cincinnati. The Miami Canal 
was completed and flatboats had nearly ceased 
operation. The three types of  canal boats were: 
packets (for passengers), mixed vessels or line 
boats (passengers and cargo), and freighters 

(freight). The tow 
was by draft horses or 
mules.

Farmers, businesses, 
producers, and 
manufacturers in 
Middletown, Madison 
and Lemon Townships 
could now transport: 
whiskey, flour, wheat, 
corn, agricultural 
produce, chickens, 

pork, paper, firewood, stone, ice, and other goods to markets. In 
return, an abundance of  finished goods returned from Cincinnati.  
Canal traffic was crowded with freight and immigrants coming in 
for settlement, raising the area’s population and economic growth.

Ohio legislation was enacted to extend the Miami Canal from 
Dayton to Junction, Paulding County, then north to Toledo at 
Lake Erie. Now 248 miles long, the name was changed to the 
Miami and Erie Canal in 1849.

Woodsdale is in the southern portion of  Madison Township, 
where four townships divide it with the Great Miami River 
splitting it in half. The Miami and Erie Canal ran between what 
is now Canal Road and the railroad.  The canal there has a rich 

The Great Miami River forms much of  the eastern border 
of  Madison Township, which played a major role in the 
settlement of  the area. The first European to officially 
travel the Great 

Miami River was the 
French explorer, Pierre 
Joseph Celeron De 
Blainville, passing here 
in early September 1749.  
England sent their explorer, 
Christopher Gist, who 
passed by this area in 
1751.  By 1776, geographer, 
Thomas Pownall, had 
mapped the course of  
the Great Miami River. 
Squatters coming up the 
Great Miami River began 
exploring land west of  the 
river. That would become 
Madison Township, with the 
first one being the pioneer 
Samuel Dickey. He would build 
a log cabin and move his family here in April 1799.

By the turn of  the 19th century, the Ohio legislature 
had promised “free navigation of  the river” and that the 
Great Miami was a “public highway.” The vessels being 
used at that time were keelboats, flatboats, log canoes, and 
dugouts. These were used to transport goods and people. The 
larger flatboats would become the standard. Flatboats were used 
to transport goods from the Great Miami, to the Ohio, to the 
Mississippi Rivers and as far south as New Orleans. The issues for 
travel were that dams and the obstructions for manufacturing or 
fishing were in the waters and in defiance of  state law.  Instead of  
the expense of  opening back up for river commerce, a movement 
was begun to build the Miami & Erie Canal in 1824.

February 4, 1825, the Ohio Assembly passed the Canal Act. This 
authorized the Ohio and Erie Canal to be constructed from Lake 
Erie at Cleveland to the Ohio River, and the Miami Canal from 
the Ohio River at Cincinnati to Dayton, with a planned extension 
to Lake Erie. This included towpaths, reservoirs, and land needed 
through eminent domain.

ABOVE: STATE MAINTENANCE CANAL BOAT,  
THE OHIO, DOCKED AT WOODSDALE.

RIGHT: CANAL BOAT AT PORT 
MIDDLETOWN.
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Miami & Erie Canal
Bicentennial 1825-2025by J. Larry Helton, Jr.

Continued on page 6
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YOURTownship Office Manager

Staying Connected
As the leaves begin to change and the 

crisp autumn air settles in, I want 
to take a moment to thank each 
of  you for being an active part 

of  our township community. Fall is a 
season of  reflection and renewal. It is a 
time to come together and plan for the 
months ahead.

One of  the best ways to stay connected 
and informed about what's happening in 
our township is by attending our Township 
Trustee Meetings, held on the third Wednesday 
of  every month at 6:30 PM at the Township Administration 
Building. These meetings are open to the public, and your 
voice matters.

Whether we’re discussing infrastructure improvements, public 
safety, park development, or township services, your input 
helps guide our decision-making and ensures we’re addressing 

the needs and concerns of  our residents. It’s also a 
great opportunity to learn more about the projects 

and policies shaping our community’s future.

I encourage you to join us, ask questions, 
share ideas, or simply listen in. We want these 
meetings to be a forum where everyone feels 
welcome and informed.

As always, thank you for your continued 
engagement and support. By staying connected 

and supporting one another, we’ll keep our township 
thriving and true to its rural character.

Wishing you a safe and colorful fall season,

Linsay Windle 
Office Manager

Need Extra Space?
Come to Our Place!

5190 Trenton Franklin Rd. Middletown, Oh 45042
wmss5190@gmail.com

513-620-9277

5190 T

MULTIPLE
SIZES

AVAILABLE!
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PublicWorks
Autumn is a good time for residents to make sure their mailbox 

and post are in good shape for the upcoming winter weather.

 
Common repairs include:
•	 Making sure your mailbox can withstand heavy snow thrown by 

passing plow trucks this winter.
•	 Ensuring the mailbox door closes securely.
•	 Remounting a mailbox post that may have become loose.
•	 Replacing or adding reflective house numbers.
•	 Checking that the bottom of  the mailbox is at a vertical height 

of  between 40 and 42 inches from the road surface and placed so 
carriers can safely and conveniently serve them without leaving 
their vehicles.

Residents installing new mailboxes or replacing old ones must use 
USPS-approved traditional or contemporary mailboxes. It is also a good 
time to install reflectors that make your mailbox easier to see during 
storms or dark hours. Make sure your house number is visible on your 
mailbox as this will assist mail carriers and emergency crews. Call the 
Township Office Manager, Linsay at (513) 424-0821 for your FREE 
Green and White Reflective Address Sign.

MAILBOX DAMAGE POLICY

A properly installed and maintained mailbox will withstand snow 
removal operations. Improperly placed mailboxes are those that have 
the front face of  the mailbox extending 
past the back of  the curb edge or edge of  
pavement into the road/street. Chances 
are that the mailbox could be hit by  
the plow. 

If  your properly placed mailbox is 
down, you may call Madison Township 
Road Department at 
(513) 424-0821 to 
report the damage. 
The Public Works 
Manager will come out and inspect the damage to determine 
if  it was caused by physical contact of  equipment or heavy 
snow coming from the plow. If  it is determined that Township 
equipment damaged the mailbox, then the Road Crew will make 
the necessary repairs or replace the box and post. Replacements 
will be with a minimum standard U.S. postal mailbox and a 4”x4” 
wood post if  necessary.

Damage to mailboxes resulting from snow plowing will be 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis. The mailbox owner is 
responsible for repair or replacement of  the mailbox if  it was 
damaged by the pressure of  the plowed snow and there was no 

physical contact with the snowplow 
equipment. To find out what the 
proper location of  your mailbox is along 
the roadway, contact your local postmaster. 

Boxes down from snowplows discharging snow is the property owner’s 
responsibility, as well as boxes down due to deteriorated materials such 
as rotted posts or loose mounted boxes.

All mailboxes that are damaged by Madison Township snowplows or 
mowers will be repaired by the Township. If  not repairable, the resident 
will have the option of  a U.S. postal minimum standard mailbox 
and post or the established cost of  the materials for the U.S. postal 
minimum standard mailbox and post.

The Township is not responsible for any mailbox that is above the 
minimum standard U.S. postal mailbox permitted in the right-of-way. 
Replacement of  such will be the responsibility of  the owner.

Lawn damage done during snow or mowing operations will be repaired 
by the Road Crew in late winter to early spring as weather permits. 
Property owners MUST report any lawn damage within 5 business days 
for the damage to be inspected and placed on the schedule for repairs.

Mailbox repairs will not take place until current snow operations are 
finished, the Road Crew has had time to rest, and weather allows. All 
damaged mailboxes MUST be reported to the Madison Township 
Public Works Manager within 5 business days from the time the damage 
occurred. If  the damage is proven to be caused by township equipment, 
then the property owner may choose to replace their mailbox 

themselves before the Road Crew has had time 
to do the repairs. In this case the Township will 
reimburse them for the mailbox and post only, 
based on the minimum standard U.S. Postal 
mailbox cost at that point in time. Future 
snow events could delay repairs being made 
by the Road Crew. This would not interfere 
with any mower damage unless it was raining 
and then the repairs would take place when the 
ground would be dry enough to not damage 

any other areas.

For mailboxes on County or State roads, you shall contact the Butler 
County Engineer’s office at (513) 867-5744, or Ohio Department of  
Transportation (Rt. 4 & Kyles Station Rd.) at (513) 863-6609.

If  you are not sure if  you live on a county, state, or township road, 
then you may contact the Township Office at (513) 424-0821 for 
assistance in determining whose jurisdiction it is.

Johnny Cassidy 
Public Works Manager

Mailbox Repair and Replacement
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sharply since that time; that we are unsure what the actual 
cost to Wayne Township will be. 

We are continuing to look at paving roads, and 
maintaining our roads in the best manner possible in the 
meanwhile. Our goal is to get back to actual asphalt paving, 
as we have not seen good results with the recent chip seal 
type paving that we have had done, nor is it a ‘popular’ type 
of road pavement among residents. We have received some 
quotes for asphalt paving this year that are favorable to our 
budget and come from a vendor who uses ‘virgin’ asphalt. 
Virgin asphalt is made of all new materials and does not 
contain recycled asphalt materials, and results in a better 
 nished product that lasts longer. The O.R.C. (Ohio Revised 
Code) dictates what size projects must be let to public bid 
or if they can be awarded by quote. We are working to get 
everything in line to possibly start this process. However, this 
discussion of paving has been somewhat hampered by the 
realization that the Heavenly Acres project could likely cost 
more than anticipated. We will have many decisions to work 
through in the near future regarding these issues. We have 
made a priority to preserve the roads and pavement that we 
have as best as possible and have in place a time line to have 
all roads crack sealed in the next two years. Granted there 
will be spots and areas that will need revisited thereafter, but 
crack sealing our roads is one of the best measures possible 
to maintain the pavement we have. It is not a cheap process, 
but the cost is well worth the gain. 

O.D.O.T. was able to get the culvert under Cotton Run 
Road just north of State Route 744 changed this summer, it 
was a bit later in the year than they had planned as they were 
delayed due to the wet spring we had. It is still in our plans to 
see what can be done with getting the water on Cotton Run 
Rd north of State Route 744 on the east side of Cotton Run 
Road to drain better. 

Cincinnati Bell is partnering with Butler Rural Electric 
Cooperative in the effort of bringing high speed internet 
their (Butler Rural’s) service area. I am hopeful that this 
partnership will help to aid in the need of high speed internet 
providers in our township and beyond. Wayne Township 
also has partnered with MidPointe library to have a drop box 
locker at our Township hall. You can order books, videos, 
and more online and have them delivered to the Township 
Hall in Jacksonburg. You can also return library items at 
this location. For more information contact the MidPointe 
Library. 

I would also like to note that as of September 9th, 
2019 the Board of Trustees has settled all ongoing litigation 
involving Wayne Township and zoning. Since before I took 

Continued from page 3.

Western Hills Veterinary Clinic
Stephanie A. Burk, D.V.M.

(513) 422-4181
5622 Mosiman Road • Middletown, Ohio 45042

www.westernhillsvetclinic.com

• Over 50 Years of Quality, Compassionate Care •

CAN’T MAKE A 
TOWNSHIP MEETING?
CATCH IT “LIVE” 
ON FACEBOOK

OR WATCH IT LATER!
ALL MEETINGS ARE 

RECORDED ON 
FACEBOOK SO 

YOU CAN STAY 
IN THE KNOW! 
JUST FOLLOW 

WAYNE TOWNSHIP, 
BUTLER COUNTY, OHIO

n Over 60 Years of Quality Compassionate Care n



News...

As trustees, I believe it is our responsibility to provide for the 
ever changing needs and services of  the people of  Madison 
Township, using the existing funds that are provided by 
the people of  Madison. To do this we must fundamentally 

change the way we approach our challenges, we must think “outside 
the box.” The question we should ask is can we do this change with 
the current amount of  funds and resources. My answer would be, 
ABSOLUTELY WE CAN!!!

Working with our county and state lawmakers we have secured 
funding to improve the lives of  all of  our residents now and in the 
future. This and funding we received during the COVID crisis has 
put Madison Township on a path to be able to meet current and 
future challenges head on.

Usage at our park has begun to increase. Now we have youth soccer 
fields, tennis courts, areas for football practice, and soon we will 
have additional youth baseball fields as Madison Sports Club will 
be moving their operations to the park. This means that the current 
port-a-potties will not work. For years residents and youth programs 
have asked for permanent restrooms at the park. But we have been 

unable to afford it due to costs and higher priorities. Now because 
of  funding from the state and county we are finally on the path to 
providing a permanent restroom and concession stand at no cost 
to the residents or reduction of  needed services. Thank you to our 
local state lawmakers and the county commissioners.

Another most important issue we have is how to continue to 
improve our Fire and EMS services and keep up with the demands 
of  an aging population in a rural area. The challenges we face 
are dwindling volunteer staff  and aging buildings. Two of  our 
firehouses (adapted schoolhouses) are over 100 years old and 
our newest is over 30 years old (built for van styles vehicles). The 
continued improvement costs and the costs to operate in these 
buildings cannot be sustained. Throwing your tax dollars into money 
pits. To address dwindling volunteers, we began to hire cross trained 
fire/EMS personnel. This will allow us to answer both fire and EMS 
calls immediately. At this time of  writing our response time, in most 
cases, has improved. To address our building issues, we have a plan 
to build a single firehouse at a central location. This plan will reduce 
our operating costs and address our residents’ needs now and for 
years to come. What we must decide is how to do this without any 
increase in the monies we are currently receiving from the people of  
Madison Township. We have received a portion of  the money from 
the state to put toward this project. A big thank you to our state 
representatives and our state senators.

I believe we can and will meet these challenges now and in the 
future. I thank God every day for the country, state and township I 
live in. And I truly believe that Madison Township is “A Great Place 
to Live Work, and Play.”

Sincerely,

Brian McGuire 
Trustee President

TRUSTEE News

Letter from the President
Brian McGuire

HEATING & AIRHEATING & AIR
CONDITIONINGCONDITIONING

e-mail: gsblair@cinci.rr.come-mail: gsblair@cinci.rr.com
6209 Germantown Road6209 Germantown Road
Middletown, Ohio 45042Middletown, Ohio 45042

www.blairhtgac.comwww.blairhtgac.com
cell: 513.464.1809cell: 513.464.1809
ph: 513.423.0162ph: 513.423.0162

OwnerOwner
Ohio Lic# 18868Ohio Lic# 18868

Greg S. Greg S. BlairBlair

HEATING & AIRHEATING & AIR
CONDITIONINGCONDITIONING
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In my time as a trustee, I have striven to care for and spend 
funds for the betterment of  the township.  I am thankful for 
our Fire/EMS Department, Public Works and Administration 
Staffs who all work hard at doing the same.

Maintaining our roads is one of  our top priorities.  The cost of  this 
service has been a challenge.  Since 2021, double digit year over year 
increases have become the norm.  The Township has been covering 
these increases by using ARPA funds to avoid a decrease in service 
or a new tax levy.  This year, the Public Works Department bid out 
the Rolling Meadows paving project to see if  there was any cost 
savings over the Butler County Engineer paving program.  The 
accepted bid saved the township almost $50,000.

The Public Works Department also cares for the Township’s 
three active ( Elk Creek, Miltonville and Pleasant Hill) and one 
inactive (Augspurger) cemeteries.  The Township purchased rear 
discharge mowers for better care.  This has kept the grass off  of  the 

headstones and we have received several positive comments.  We are 
also in the process of  applying for a State grant to help care for and 
improve our understanding of  the history in the cemeteries.  This 
is part of  our MATCH (MAdison Township Cemetery History) 
program and ties into the 250 anniversary of  our Nation.  There are 
two graves of  Revolutionary War soldiers in the Elk Creek Cemetery 
that are of  special interest.  This is another example of  how the 
Trustees are searching for funding to improve the township without 
increasing taxes.

By the time this letter is issued, the design of  our new Township 
Park Building should be complete and the construction bid 
process will have started.  This will be a welcome upgrade with 
restroom facilities, concession area and storage for our youth sports 
organizations.  The Township worked hard to fund this project 
without going to the community for a levy.  At one time, we had 
applied for five different grants.  The building will be entirely 
funded through these grants, $650,000 in total, from the County and 
State.

The design for the new firehouse is also progressing.  Once 
complete, we will have public meetings to describe the capabilities 
the new building will give the Fire/EMS Department and how it 
will also protect the lives of  those who protect us.  The existing 
buildings have several deficiencies which are operational and 
health hazards.  We received a $1,750,000 State grant for the Fire/
EMS Department.  This project is yet another example of  how 
the Trustees have searched for ways to improve the services to the 
township with no increase in taxes.  

The Trustees have diligently searched for alternative funding so 
there will not be an increase in taxes.  There is a lot of  positive 
forward momentum to complete this work.  I am grateful for the 
support of  the community. 

Sincerely,  

Jeff Willoughby 
Trustee Vice President

Letter from the Vice President
Jef f Willoughby
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Miami & Erie Canal Bicentennial
Continued from page 1

history. 

Christian Augspurger, in 1829, 
sat upon his horse gazing at 
the rich bottom lands along 
the Great Miami River, the 
Miami and Erie Canal, and 
the farmland opposite he had 
decided to purchase and build 
his home upon. He knew what 
an impact the river and the 
canal would have upon the 
Amish Mennonite community 
and the Augspurger village, later 
named Woodsdale. 

Local farmers had been using 
the canal since the completion 
of  Cincinnati to Dayton. Amish 
Mennonite farmer Christian 
Iutzi, lived on what is now 
Woodsdale Road, recorded in 
his journal: “August 24, 1834: I 
have been to Cincinnati today 
with meat, lard and butter (to 
sell). Butter was 14 cents, lard 5 cents. Vegetables were 
very expensive there.” Another entry: under the account 
of  a man named Johnson from Amanda. “Delivered to 
canal in the summer of  1842, 2 shipments of  maize: one 
for 510 bushels @ 16 cents; one for 600-800 bushels 
@ 15 cents and in August of  1848, 889 bushels @ 24 
cents.”

Many German immigrants arriving in America traveled 
by flatboat down the Ohio River and then depended on 
the canal to take them to Woodsdale or other parts of  
Butler County. 

Early morning, October 10, 1846, five canal boats passed by 
Woodsdale with Miami Indians aboard that were being forced to 
lands beyond the Mississippi River, as ordered by government 
decree.

With the coming of  the railroad through Madison Twp. in 1851 
canal commerce declined. Canal boat pleasure rides became 
popular later in the 1880s-1900s, including Sunday school class, 
school, club, and shooting parties, plus rides to the Woodsdale 
Island (amusement) Park. Some of  the colorful excursion canal 
boats would often include onboard entertainment. The Sebald 
Brewing Company of  Middletown operated the canal boat 
Gambrinis (The King of  Beer) and took family members, friends, 
and brewery workers to the park on weekends. Most published 
documents of  canal boat captains of  Southwest Ohio between 
1890-1910 mentions Woodsdale Island Park.

Canal travel dwindled. Through-traffic ended during the Flood of  
1913 when large sections of  the canal were washed out. The last 

official working canal boat in Butler County ceased operation in 
1914. Many other canal boats were grounded along the 
banks or left half  sunken and rotting in the waters. On 
November 2, 1929, with a parade and ceremony attended 
by politicians, including New York Governor Franklin 
Roosevelt, the Miami and Erie Canal was officially 
abandoned where it had begun, in Middletown. The 
Gambrinus canal boat was pulled through the streets. 
The water flow was cut off  above Middletown at the 
dam.  An era had ended.

On May 20, 1931, Ohio Governor George White signed 
a bill permitting canal property to be used for other 
purposes. In Middletown, the canal was filled in and 
became Verity Parkway in 1938. In Woodsdale it has 

filled in some and some of  it has 
disappeared with the help of  the 
railroad, road maintenance, and 
nature.

The closest remnants or 
memorials of  the Miami 
and Erie Canal to Madison 
Township today would be: 
stones, markers, waterway, lift 
bridge, and mural downtown 
Port Middletown Plaza at 
Central Ave. and Verity Parkway; 
the Canal Museum at Smith 
Park and Verity Parkway, it 
is a replica of  the Excello 
locktender’s house, which the 
rafters were wood from the last 
covered bridge at Miltonville; 
and canal lock at Excello on 
South Main Street.

The Miami and Erie Canal operated for 104 years and has been out 
of  operation for 96 years, a total of  200 years since its beginning. 
This year we marked the canal’s bicentennial, with a parade, onsite 
presentations, and every third grader in the Middletown School 
District had a field trip to the Port Middletown Plaza. A very 
important part of  our local history. The Miami and Erie Canal 
shaped the communities in which all of  us live today.

ABOVE: 1839 MIDDLETOWN 
MAIL CANAL TRANSPORTATIONJ 
ADVERTISEMENT.

RIGHT: CANAL AT WOODSDALE 
TODAY.
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News...

As summer winds down and we begin to 
transition into the fall temperatures with 
the cooler weather residents should get 
a jump start on safety items for their 

household. If  using a fireplace to heat your 
house it might be a good time to have that 
fireplace inspected for creosote buildup. 
These types of  fires are common in the fall/
winter months for us in the fire department.

SMOKE DETECTORS SAVES LIVES

As we fall back for Daylight Savings Time it's the 
perfect time to change batteries on your smoke detectors 
and carbon monoxide detectors. If  in need of  replacing or adding 
detectors in your residence, the Red Cross would be a good resource 
as they offer a free program for the installation and replacement for 
detectors.

The Madison Township Fire Department received a grant from the 
State of  Ohio for 1.7 million dollars, this is for the construction 
and/or the upgrading of  fire department facilities. The Madison 
Township Fire Department over the past several months have 
been working with the township trustees to upgrade those facilities 
with a possible new fire station located in the center part of  the 

township, near the township park. Over the last several years the 
Madison Township Fire Department has seen a transition 

from mostly volunteer to mostly part time members. 
The township trustees had the forethought to see this 
transition which has put us where we are at today with 
staffing of  (4) part time members around the clock. 
As said before, volunteerism for the fire department 
is slowly going away with Madison Township Fire 
Department currently having (15) dedicated volunteers 

on the department. I urge any and all residents that 
have questions or concerns about your township fire 

department to call and/or stop by one of  the three fire 
stations located in your township. 

JOIN US

We are always looking for dedicated hard-working volunteers and/
or part-time members to join the department. If  interested stop by a 
station or visit our website to learn more.

Stay Safe! 

J. Kent Hall 
Fire Chief  

Madison Township Fire Department

FireDepartment
BY KENT HALL, FIRE CHIEF

MADISON TOWNSHIP MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Madison Township is to serve the best interests of our residents by 
providing and maintaining a safe, healthy, and enjoyable community in which to live, 
work and play. To protect the general welfare of our rural community by utilizing 
efficient and effective public services and being dedicated to increasing the quality of 
life for our residents.
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TIRE RECYCLING 
EVENT

2025 RECYCLING PROGRAMS

WHEN: Every THURSDAY
July 3 – October 30
2:00 - 7:00 pm

WHERE: Republic Services
3555 Yankee Rd. • Middletown 45044

WHEN: Every FRIDAY
July 11 –  October 31
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

WHERE: Cohen Middletown
3120 S. Verity Pkwy. • Middletown 45044

WHEN: Saturday, October 25, 2025
8:00 am – 1:00 pm

WHERE: Butler County Fairgrounds
1715 Fairgrove Ave. • Hamilton 45011

Accepted Items: Oil-based Paint ONLY/Varnish/Stain, 
Automotive Fluids, Heating Oil, Pesticides, Fertilizers, 
Solvents/Paint Thinners, Fire Extinguishers, Smoke 
Detectors, Propane/Helium/Oxygen Tanks, Thermometers/
Thermostats, Fluorescent Bulbs (all sizes), Driveway Sealer, 
Kerosene, Pool Chemicals

NOT Accepted: LATEX PAINT, Explosives, Ammunition, 
Unmarked Cylinders/Drums, Fireworks, Gun Powder, 
Sharps, Liquid Mercury

Accepted Items: Tube/Flat Screen TVs, Monitors, 
Computer Towers, Laptops, Printers, Fax Machines, 
Scanners, Cell Phones, Batteries (all types), Calculators, 
Video Game Consoles, DVD Players, Keyboards, Mice, 
Speakers, CDs, DVDs, VHS Tapes

Accepted Items: Car, Truck, or Tractor Tires (tires with 
rims are accepted) 10 TIRE LIMIT per household.

NOT Accepted: Large Quantities of Tires

HOUSEHOLD 
HAZARDOUS 

WASTE DROP-OFF

COMPUTER & TV 
DROP-OFF

Proof of Butler Co. Residency Required (EX. Driver’s License)
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BIG TREE
CONTEST 2025

Do you have the biggest Oak Tree in Butler 
County? Let us know! 
You can enter your tree or nominate someone else's tree.  
Here’s how:
1.	 Visit butlerswcd.org to fill out a nomination form.
2.	 Schedule a site visit to measure your oak tree.
3.	 Wait for the winner announcements in November 2025.
Nominations are open from July 1 through October 31.

Teresa Hall
REALTOR

513-464-3476
teresahallrealtor@gmail.com

TURNING LISTINGS 
INTO SOLD SIGNS!

513-847-0102
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.
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District Update
Madison Local Schools invites all township residents to a Work Session on  
Tuesday, September 30, 2025, at 6:00 PM in the Madison High School 
Auditorium.
The purpose of  this session is to provide an overview of  the district’s current financial outlook and the serious 
challenges we are facing. With a $400,000 loss in state funding and rising financial pressures, Madison is now looking at 
potential budget cuts totaling $1.6 million. These reductions could have a significant impact on staffing, athletics, and 
transportation. Your presence and input are important as we navigate these difficult decisions together.

Madison High School:

As we kick off  a new school year, we’re excited to continue building strong partnerships that expand opportunities for 
our students. One of  the most exciting additions this year is the launch of  our new Agriculture program in collaboration 
with Butler Tech, offering hands-on, career-focused learning in Agri-science, sustainability, and food systems. In addition 
to this program, Madison High School is proud to unveil a state-of-the-art Innovative Learning Lab—an essential step 
toward preparing students for next-century learning. This dynamic space features a green room for media production, 
multiple 3D printers, a laser cutting table, large-scale poster and banner equipment, and a variety of  other cutting-edge 
tools designed to spark creativity, critical thinking, and real-world problem-solving. A special thank-you goes out to 
Rabbit Laser in Middletown for their generous in-kind donation, which helped bring this vision to life. -Go Mohawks! 

Madison Middle School:

Walking through the hallways of  Madison Middle School, there’s a lively buzz in the air as students reconnect after a 
summer filled with baseball, softball, soccer, swimming, and showcasing their talents at 4-H events during the county fair. 
With approximately 330 students in grades 6–8, the school is alive with energy and excitement. This year, the hallways are 
especially welcoming as the school greets four new teachers and three new teacher assistants. Conversations echo with 
curiosity about new classes like Health for 6th graders and the exciting Career and Technical Education offerings for 7th 
and 8th graders—Design and Modeling, Automation and Robotics, and Agriculture Food and Natural Resources. Posters 
and announcements highlight upcoming games for Mohawk athletes in volleyball, football, basketball, wrestling, track, 
and cheer. Whether it’s the sound of  laughter, the exchange of  ideas, or friends chatting by their lockers, Madison Middle 
School hallways are always filled with learning, fun, and the spirit of  community.

Madison Elementary School:

The new school year is off  to a great start, and it’s been wonderful to see our students and families settling into routines 
and reconnecting with one another. Over the past few weeks, our elementary classrooms have truly come to life—filled 
with vibrant displays, engaging lessons, and a joyful buzz of  learning. Our staff  has created warm, welcoming spaces 
where every child feels supported and encouraged to grow.

One exciting addition this year has been our new positive behavior initiative, and we’re already seeing great results. 
Students are rising to the challenge—showing kindness, respect, and responsibility—and we’re thrilled to begin 
recognizing those efforts through our quarterly incentive celebrations. Whether it’s a fun event, a unique experience, or a 
special activity, we’re proud to celebrate students who help make our school a positive and inclusive place.

We’re also pleased to see our new administrative team settling in and building strong relationships with students, staff, 
and families. Their passion for supporting our school community is already making a difference, and we’re excited for all 
that lies ahead.

As we continue through the first quarter, we’re grateful for the energy, enthusiasm, and support that our entire school 
community brings each day. Here’s to a school year filled with growth, connection, and success!
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Achieving Excellence One Student at a Time
Madison Local Schools

VARSITY FOOTBALL
DAY DATE TIME OPPONENT H/A

Friday August 22 7:00PM Preble Shawnee High School H

Friday August 29 7:00PM Madeira High School A

Friday September 5 7:00PM Blanchester High School A

Friday September 12 7:00PM Dayton Christian High School H

Friday September 19 7:00PM Brookville High School H

Friday September 26 7:00PM Eaton High School A

Friday October 3 7:00PM Valley View High School A

Friday October 10 7:00PM Waynesville High School H

Friday October 17 7:00PM Carlisle High School H

Friday October 24 7:00PM Oakwood High School A

JUNIOR VARSITY FOOTBALL
DAY DATE TIME OPPONENT H/A

Saturday August 23 10:00AM Preble Shawnee High School A

Saturday August 30 10:00AM Madeira High School H

Saturday September 6 10:00AM Blanchester High School H

Saturday September 13 10:00AM Dayton Christian High School A

Saturday September 20 10:00AM Brookville High School A

Saturday September 27 10:00AM Eaton High School H

Saturday October 4 10:00AM Valley View High School H

Monday October 13 5:30PM Waynesville High School A

Saturday October 18 10:00AM Carlisle High School A

Saturday October 25 10:00AM Oakwood High School H

JUNIOR HIGH FOOTBALL
DAY DATE TIME OPPONENT H/A

Wednesday August 20 5:30PM Oakwood High School A

Wednesday September 3 5:30PM Wilmington High School H

Wednesday September 17 5:30PM Eaton Community Schools A

Wednesday September 24 5:30PM Valley View High School A

Wednesday October 1 5:30PM Waynesville High School H

Wednesday October 8 5:30PM Carlisle High School H

Mohawks 2025 Football Schedules
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WANTED!

For all your service and 
replacement needs!

Commercial & Residential Since 1946

513.422.2070
1208 Second Avenue, Middletown, Ohio 45044

www.robinsonheating.com
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Autumn Inspired Cinnamon Crunch Banana Bread
This recipe is a twist on classic  
banana bread, with the addition of  
fall spices and a flavorful  
crumble topping.

Ingredients
For the banana bread
1.5 cups (195g) all-purpose flour
1 cup (200g) granulated sugar or  
3/4 cup (150g) packed brown sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon baking soda
½ teaspoon salt
1-1.5 cups (about 3-4 medium) mashed very ripe bananas
2 large eggs
½ cup (118ml) canola oil or melted unsalted butter
¼ cup (60ml) honey or pure maple syrup
¼ cup (60ml) water or milk/buttermilk 

For the crumble topping (optional)
2 tablespoons sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 ½ tablespoons packed brown sugar (light or dark) 

Instructions
1.	 Preheat oven to 350°F (175°C) and move oven rack to the middle 

position.

2.	 Grease the loaf  pan (or muffin tin and loaf  pan).

3.	 Combine flour, sugar, cinnamon, baking soda, and salt in a large 
bowl.

4.	 In a separate bowl, whisk together mashed bananas, eggs, oil/butter, 
honey/syrup, and water/milk.

5.	 Pour the wet ingredients into the dry ingredients and mix until just 
combined. Be careful not to overmix.

6.	 If  making the crumble topping, mix sugar, cinnamon, and brown 
sugar in a small bowl.

7.	 Pour the batter into the prepared loaf  pan(s). If  using, sprinkle the 
crumble topping over the batter.

8.	 Bake for 55-60 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted into the center 
comes out clean.

9.	 If  the topping starts to brown too quickly, tent the pan with foil to 
prevent burning.

10.	 Let the banana bread cool in the pan on a wire rack for at least 15-20 
minutes before removing. For muffins, bake for 20-22 minutes and 
let cool for 30 minutes in the tin before removing.

11.	 Slice and serve warm or at room temperature.

12.	 Store leftover banana bread in an airtight container at room 
temperature for 3-4 days, or in the refrigerator for up to a week.

Notes
For added texture and flavor, consider adding chopped walnuts or pecans to the 
batter before baking.

For an even more autumn-inspired flavor, you can substitute 1/4 cup of  the 
mashed banana with pumpkin puree.

Ensure bananas are very ripe (yellow with black spots) for optimal sweetness and 
moisture.

Avoid overmixing the batter, which can lead to a dense and rubbery texture.

Allow the bread to cool completely before slicing for the best texture and 
appearance. 
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WE OFFER:
•	 Trimming
•	 Stump Removal
•	 Tree Removal
•	 Land Clearing

Jason Collins
Owner

Cell: 513.460.1775

Justin Collins
Co-Owner

Cell: 513.594.5644

Office: 513.422.7871

FREE ESTIMATES  |  FULLY INSURED
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- 6 AWARD WINNING ATTRACTIONS

- FULL BAR & FOOD COURT

- LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

& THEMED WEEKENDS

- HOURS AND HOURS OF FUN

FOR ONE PRICE

IN THE

USA#1HAUNTED
SCREAMPARK

Scan here and use promo code 
MADISON for $5 o� each ticket! 



5610 West Alexandria Road
Middletown, Ohio 45042
Phone:	 513-424-0821
Fax:	 513-424-4659	
Website:	 madisontwpbutleroh.gov

of Butler Countyof Butler County

************* ECRWSS *************
Local Postal Customer

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT
	 Brian McGuire.................................513-804-4769

VICE-PRESIDENT
	 Jef f Willoughby................................513-444-9890

TRUSTEE
	 Tim Coldiron...................................513-267-0438

FISCAL OFFICER
	 Kim Lapensee..................................513-702-8476

PUBLIC WORKS MANAGER
	 Johnny Cassidy.................................513-783-2685

OFFICE MANAGER
	 Linsay Windle..................................513-424-0821

WEBSITE
	 madisontwpbutleroh.gov

TOWNSHIP CONTACT NUMBERS
EMERGENCIES ALWAYS CALL ......................911

Madison Township Admin. Building................513-424-0821

Kent Hall, Fire Chief.........................................513-997-8036

Fire Station 151 (Elk Creek Road)................513-988-9124

Fire Station 152 (Germantown Road)..........513-424-3384

Fire Station 153 (Mosiman Road)..................513-425-9009

Madison Board of Education..........................513-420-4750

Butler County Sheriff.......................................513-424-2456

Butler County Auditor.....................................513-887-3149

Butler County Engineer...................................513-424-9144

Butler County Board of Elections.................513-887-3700

Butler County Zoning......................................513-424-5351

Butler County Health Department...............513-863-1770

Butler Rural Electric Cooperative.................513-867-4400

Southwest Regional Water..............................800-232-5330

Duke Energy.......................................................800-634-4300

Dayton Power and Light..................................937-224-6000

Middletown Public Library..............................513-424-1251

The monthly Madison Township Trustee Meeting takes place on the 3rd Wednesday of  each month at 6:30p.m. 
Residents are encouraged to attend.


